ARCHDUKE FRANZ FERDINAND                     3
Roman Catholic, he was planning to attack Italy and re-
store the Temporal Power of the Pope. One widely-read
German author devotes half a chapter to showing that the
Scottish-Rite Masons had decreed his death and worked
for that purpose through the Masonic Lodge at Belgrade.3
Amid this mass of conflicting gossip and rumor, where lies
the truth about this mysterious man whose death served
as the spark which lit the conflagration in Europe?4
Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Este; born on December 18,
1863, was the eldest son of Karl Ludwig, brother of Em-
peror Francis Joseph. His consumptive mother, a daughter
of the late Bourbon King of the Two Sicilies, Ferdinand II,
died while he was a child, but he was affectionately cared
SReventlow, Politische Vorgeschichte des grossen Krieges, Berlin,
1919, pp. 28-38. See below, p. Ill, note 103.
4 There is no satisfactory complete biography of Franz Ferdinand. Of
the older biographies written during his lifetime, Paul von Falkenegg,
Erzherzog Franz Ferdinand von Oe$terreich-Este (Vienna, 1908), and H.
Heller, Franz Ferdinand (Vienna, 1911), deserve mention. In celebra-
tion of his fiftieth birthday on December 18, 1913, the Oesterreichische
Rundschau published a special illustrated edition containing interesting,
though superficial, articles by Chlumecky. Sosnosky, Admiral Mirtl, Pro-
fessor Mycielski and others on Franz Ferdinand as soldier, sailor, traveler,
hunter and collector, etc. Franz Ferdinands Lebensroman (Stuttgart,
1919), purports to be based on the diary of one of the Archduke's instruc-
tors and intimate friends; the anonymous author has a romantic touch, but
appears to give much reliable and solid fact. Conrad von Hotzendorf,
Aus Meiner Dienstzeit, (5 vols., Vienna, 1921-1925), throws much light on
the Archduke from the pen of one of those who knew him best. Freiherr
von Margutti, personal adjutant to Francis Joseph, was in a position to
know intimately the relations between the old Emperor and his imperial
nephew; in his interesting reminiscences, Vom Alien Kaiser (Vienna, 1921),
the chapter on the Archduke reflects unfriendly Vienna gossip. It needs
to be corrected by the loyal devotion and intimate personal account of
the Archduke's private secretary for a dozen years, Paul Nikitsch-Boulles,
Vor dem Sturm: Erinnerungen an Erzherzog Thronfolger Franz Ferdinand
(Berlin, 1925); and by the affectionate appreciation of his military adju-
tant, Karl Freiherr von Bardolff, "Franz Ferdinand," in KBF, V, 599-
608, July, 1927. See also the fair-minded and friendly accounts by Count
Czernin, In the World War (New York, 1919), ch. ii; and the more
complete life by Horstenau, in the Neue Oesterreichische Biographie; the
references in G.P., XL, 45; and the less favorable accounts by R. W.
Seton-Watson, Sarajevo (London, 1926), ch. iv; and by 'Eugene Bagger,
Francis Josevh (New York, 1927). TX #